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Benevolent Board of Trustees Elections
The elections for the five offices of your Association will be held on Tuesday, April 23, 2024 at 8:00 P.M. The elections will be held IN PERSON AND VIA ZOOM MEETING,@ 416 ATLANTIC AVE. Freeport, New York ZOOM INFORMATION WILL BE EMAILED PRIOR TO MEETING.  A Nominating Committee of three members has been appointed and any member who wishes to serve on the Board of Trustees should be guided by the following sections of our by-laws:

Article 4 Section 12
The president shall appoint three (3) members of the association to serve as the nominating committee at the January meeting of the board of trustees.  All candidates shall submit to the nominating committee a signed, written letter of intent specifying the office sought and certifying as the qualifications of the candidate for the office pursuant to section 8 of article 5 not less than thirty (30) days prior to the annual meeting in order to appear on the written or printed ballot. Nominations shall not be made from the floor during the annual meeting. The nominating committee shall report its recommendations at the board of trustees meeting on the third (3rd ) Wednesday in April and also at the annual meeting of the association on the fourth (4th) Tuesday in April.
-and-
Article 5 Section 8
No person shall be eligible for any office of the association unless and until he shall have been a member thereof in good standing for five (5) consecutive years, except the office of administrative clerk or administrative bookkeeper.  Those members who seek office must submit a letter which is postmarked by twelve midnight of March 23, 2024, addressed to the Nominating Committee 416 Atlantic Ave. Freeport, N.Y. 11520

	
President’s Message

Dear Brothers & Sisters:
		Sending prayers to you and your families, and hope all are doing well. 	
Our next General Membership meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 23, 2024 at 8:00 P.M. VIA IN PERSON AND ZOOM, DETAILS FOR SIGNING IN WILL BE EMAILED TO THE MEMBERSHIP WEEK PRIOR TO THE MEETING PRIOR TO THE MEETING AND IS ENCLOSED. As in the past, we will be serving dinner starting at 7 p.m. The election of the Executive Board will be held on that evening, as well as the honoring of Life Membership to the following members:
     STEVEN CIANCHETTA, JULIUS ELLISON, RICHARD HOLDENER, TIMOTHY JONES, ROBERT KRUT, ALEXANDER MARKIN, HENRY MOLLE’, RICHARD MURRAY SR. LOUIS PISTANI, THOMAS SPAGNOLA, FRANK TUCKER III, ROBERT WELTNER. 
    Congratulations to these members on attaining this achievement! 

I, also wanted to inform the membership that, OUR BYLAW COMMITTEE AND ATTORNEY HAVE A PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE THAT WILL BE VOTED ON AT THE NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING, CONCERNING DUES INCREASE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1,2025. A LITTLE BACKROUND INFORMATION FOR THE NECCESITY FOR THIS INCREASE. 1. THIS INCREASE IN DUES FROM $20.00 TO $30.00 WOULD BE THE FIRST INCREASE IN OVER 30 YEARS. 2. WE USE OUR DUES MONEY OVER THE YEARS TO COVER EXPENSES AND BENEFITS, WHICH CAN NOT BE USED BY 2% MONIES. SOME OF THOSE EXPENSES INCLUDE PURCHASE OF LIFE MEMBER CARDS, GRAVEMARKERS, BUNTING, DINNER AND REFRESHMENTS AT MEETINGS, REIMBURSE COMPANIES FOR COALITIONS AFTER A MEMBERS, FUNERAL, PARTIAL PAYMENT TO ADMINISTRATIVE FEES ETC. 3. OVER THE YEARS WE HAVE LOST DUES PAYING MEMBERS FROM BECOMING LIFE MEMBERS, LEAVING THE ASSOCIATION OR DEATH, SO IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO VOTE YES ON THIS BYLAW CHANGE.  THIS BYLAW IS ENCLOSED IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND IS ON THE WEBSITE. WITH THE ABOVE BEING SAID, I WANTED TO INFORM THE MEMBERSHIP OF CERTAIN INCREASES IN BENEFITS APPROVED BY THE BOARD EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1,2025.
1. INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF REIMBURSEMENT TO COMPANIES FOR FUNERAL COALITION UP TO $ 500.00 (NON 2%)
2. INCREASE THE VISION CARE UP TO $ 500.00 EVERY 2 YEAR CYCLE.
3. INCREASE THE DEATH DISABILITY BENEFIT UP TO $ 11,000. I Would like to stress that the death disability is not an automatic insurance payout (by law we are not allowed to do this) but it is a way to assist the families of our members pay portion of what the New York State Comptroller classifies the “ULTIMATE DISABILITY” 


We also, as previously mentioned, a few years ago we started a program with a new administrator for our vision care program to increase the vision care benefits to our members (NOW UP TO $400.00 out of pocket expenses every 2-year cycle) and offer discounts to their families, the new cycle started on 01/01/23, and ends on 12/31/24 with the current cycle we had approximately 45 members use our vision care program, with reimbursement to those members close to $17,000. One more item in regards to the vision care program, since we started this program in 1993 over 785 members were reimbursed an amount close to $263,28.36. We will continue to work with and assist our members that are sick or that are in need, in any way possible.  

With our current fiscal investment status, we still will have approximately $758,000 to use for the benefits and their families. The board remains steadfast on providing as many benefits that can be provided to members and their families, within reason and under the guidelines set forth by the N.Y.S Comptroller. Also, as of January 1,2024 the Board on advice from our accountant, has changed our accounting from a fiscal year to the Calander year to make it easier for reporting purposes to the I.R.S. and the N.Y.S. Comptroller.      
 Trustee Nicholson again reminds everyone to keep us updated if you have any change in information IE. Address, phone e-mail, etc. You may contact us at our e-mail address at VEFBAFFD@aol.com, OR THE NEW EMAIL WILL BE FREEPORTFIREBENEV@GMAIL.COM
 Check out our website, FREEPORTFIREBENEV.COM for any application forms you may need, or updated news via links associated with the fire service. We have received many positive reviews about the website and we are working with our administrator to keep our members spread across the country updated and informed of latest of what is happening with the Benevolent and the Freeport Fire Department, so if you have not logged onto the website please do so and let us know what you think. 

Also, trustee Nicholson has informed me, that we have approximately 475 members living across the country, belonging to this Association. Please keep our records up to date, with notification of any changes to ADDRESS, PHONE, EMAIL ETC. you can make those updates on our website. congratulations are in order to the following celebrating various anniversaries, the upcoming year, EXCELSIOR HOOK &LADDER #1 -150TH ANNIVERSARY, 125TH - EVEREADY HOSE CO.#1. 125TH - VIGILANT HOSE CO.#2, AND EMERGENCY & RESCUE CO.9 -65TH.

Hope to see you at the General Membership meeting on April 23rd. 2024.

Fraternally yours,	
David Baer
David Baer
President

BELOW IS THE INFORMATION FOR THE ZOOM INVITE FOR THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING.


Meeting invite
2024 annual benevolent meeting
Apr 23, 2024, 8:00 – 10:00 PM (America/New York)
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/859651837
You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code:
859-651-837
United States:
+1 (646) 749-3122
Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install


THE FOLLOWING ATTACHED IS THE PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGE FOR THE DUES INCREASE.

Old
Article 3 Section 6 Membership Dues
Dues are $20.00 per year and due as of April 1st of each year. The initiation fee is
$20.00 and payable at or before induction as a member. = total $ 40.00 
Article 3 Section 7
Any member who shall be two (2) months in arrears in dues shall be notified in writing
by the trustee, that if he is not fully paid-up thirty (30) days from the date of this notice,
he shall be automatically expelled from this association and deprived of all benefits to
the fullest extent of law. All mailing charges and other charges reasonably related to
the dues of said member, e.g. bank charges, shall be charged to the member. All
remittances shall be made to the trustee payable to the association. A Member must
notify the trustee in writing of any change of mailing address within five (5) days of such
change. If a member so expelled desires to be reinstated, he must make application
and meet the qualifications in the manner prescribed by the by-laws for a new member,
provided such member shall pay an initiation fee equal to an amount derived by
multiplying the number of whole years between the year of expulsion under this section
and the year of reinstatement under this section by the appropriate amount pursuant to
the table set forth immediately below.
Number of years between
Expulsion and Reinstatement Amount
1 to 5 years $20.00
6 to 10 years $30.00
11 to 15 years $40.00
16 to 20 years $50.00
Over 20 years $60.00
For the purposes of this section, a fraction of a year shall be deemed equal to a
whole year.
Article 3 Section 8
Any person eligible to membership in the association shall exercise such right within
one (1) year of becoming a volunteer member of the Freeport Fire Department, or such
person shall be subject to an initiation fee equal to an amount derived by multiplying the
number of whole years such person was a volunteer member of the Freeport Fire
Department by the appropriate amount pursuant to the table set forth immediately below.

Department by the appropriate amount pursuant to the table set forth immediately
below.
Number of whole years
Member of F.F.D. Amount
1 to 5 years $20.00
6 to 10 years $30.00
11 to 15 years $40.00
16 to 20 years $50.00
Over 20 years $60.00
For the purposes of this section, a fraction of a year shall be deemed equal to a whole
year.


New
Article 3 Section 6 Membership Dues
Dues are $30.00 per year and due as of April 1st of each year. The initiation fee is
$30.00 and payable at or before induction as a member. = total of $ 60.00
Article 3 Section 7
Any member who shall be two (2) months in arrears in dues shall be notified in writing
by the trustee, that if he is not fully paid-up thirty (30) days from the date of this notice,
he shall be automatically expelled from this association and deprived of all benefits to
the fullest extent of law. All mailing charges and other charges reasonably related to
the dues of said member, e.g. bank charges, shall be charged to the member. All
remittances shall be made to the trustee payable to the association. A Member must
notify the trustee in writing of any change of mailing address within five (5) days of such
change. If a member so expelled desires to be reinstated, he must make application
and meet the qualifications in the manner prescribed by the by-laws for a new member,
provided such member shall pay an initiation fee equal to an amount derived by
multiplying the number of whole years between the year of expulsion under this section

and the year of reinstatement under this section by the appropriate amount pursuant to
the table set forth immediately below.
Number of years between
Expulsion and Reinstatement Amount
1 to 5 years $30.00
6 to 10 years $45.00
11 to 15 years $60.00
16 to 20 years $75.00
Over 20 years $90.00
For the purposes of this section, a fraction of a year shall be deemed equal to a
whole year.
Article 3 Section 8
Any person eligible to membership in the association shall exercise such right within
one (1) year of becoming a volunteer member of the Freeport Fire Department, or such
person shall be subject to an initiation fee equal to an amount derived by multiplying the
number of whole years such person was a volunteer member of the Freeport Fire
Department by the appropriate amount pursuant to the table set forth immediately
below.
Number of whole years
Member of F.F.D. Amount
1 to 5 years $30.00
6 to 10 years $45.00
11 to 15 years $60.00
16 to 20 years $75.00
Over 20 years $90.00
For the purposes of this section, a fraction of a year shall be deemed equal to a whole
year.
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LET US REMEMBER OUR DEPARTED MEMBERS
WHO HAVE ANSWERED THEIR LAST ALARM
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In Memoriam


 F.F. Patrick Cooke
January 17th 2024
 Former Member Hose Co. #3
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